
● This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE 2065 February 10, 2005 

SENATE—Thursday, February 10, 2005 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer. 

Let us pray: 
We praise You, O God, for all of Your 

comings among us. You have excellent 
things to teach us, for Your wisdom is 
more valuable than rubies. Your power 
established the heavens and drew the 
horizon on the oceans. 

Strengthen and encourage our Sen-
ators, giving them a sense of Your 
abiding presence. May they honor Your 
name in their thoughts, words, and ac-
tions. Give them compassion for the 
poor and helpless, and use them to res-
cue the perishing. 

Bless our great land and make it a 
beacon of hope for our world. Give us 
the graciousness to serve one another 
in all humility, following Your exam-
ple of sacrifice. Fill us with Your hope 
that we may celebrate now that glo-
rious day when You will reign forever 
as Lord of all. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the 
pledge of allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business for up to 2 hours, the first 30 
minutes under the control of the ma-
jority leader or his designee, the sec-
ond 30 minutes under the control of the 
Democratic leader or his designee, the 
third 30 minutes under the control of 
the Senator from Arizona, Mr. MCCAIN, 
and the final 30 minutes under the con-
trol of the Democratic leader or his 
designee. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
acting majority leader is recognized. 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this 
morning there will be a 2-hour period 
for morning business. Following that 
time, the Senate will resume consider-
ation of S. 5, the Class Action Fairness 
bill. As the majority leader noted last 
night, we made substantial progress on 
the bill yesterday. Senator FEINGOLD’s 
amendment on remand limit is pend-
ing. It is our desire to have that vote 
around 12:30 or so today. 

We will also need to dispose of the 
Durbin amendment on mass actions. I 
know that discussions continue with 
respect to that Durbin amendment. 

We are not aware of any other 
amendments to be offered, and there-
fore it is hoped and expected that we 
can proceed to final passage of the 
class action bill at a reasonable hour 
this afternoon. 

Finally, I would say that the two 
leaders are close to an agreement on 
the consideration of the Chertoff nomi-
nation for next week. We will lock in 
that unanimous consent at the first op-
portunity. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota is recognized. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I rise 
today for the first time as a Senator 
from the State of South Dakota. First 
and foremost, I thank the people of 
South Dakota for putting their trust in 
me, for sending me to fight for their 
values and to represent them here in 
Washington, DC. 

I had the distinct pleasure of serving 
the State of South Dakota for three 
terms in the House of Representatives, 
and now I am looking forward to con-
tinuing my service to South Dakota 
and to our Nation here in the Senate. I 
decided to run for the Senate because I 
believe we can make better progress on 
an agenda that strengthens our Nation 
and increases the prosperity of every 
American. We have a lot of work to do, 
and we should not let partisanship or 
political gamesmanship get in the way 
of this agenda. 

The Senate is known for its delibera-
tive qualities, most commonly mani-
fested through the right to free debate. 

This quality is part of the fiber of the 
Senate, part of the character that 
makes it one of the most august insti-
tutions in the world. 

Some of the greatest debates in our 
Nation’s history have taken place in 
this very Chamber, from the 19th cen-
tury debates on slavery and the Repub-
lic to the 20th century debates on civil 
rights and Social Security. While there 
is time to debate, we all came here to 
solve problems, not pass them on to 
our children. I think I speak for many 
Members when I say that the only 
thing that sustains me when I am away 
from my children is the knowledge 
that we are improving their lives 
through our work. That is why I firmly 
hope that Congress can work together 
to do more than simply debate our 
problems, but work together to solve 
them. 

There are some goals that we can all 
agree on: a national energy policy that 
increases the use of renewable fuels, 
more affordable and accessible health 
care, and meaningful tort reform. We 
are, in fact, on the eve of passing class 
action reform that will restore fairness 
to the judicial system in this country. 
Our tort system is broken and, without 
the necessary reforms, beginning with 
class action lawsuits, we deny our Na-
tion not only fair and efficient access 
to justice, but we allow this problem to 
pull our economy downward. Excessive 
and often unnecessary litigation ex-
penses cost us in terms of lost jobs, 
lost growth, and lost revenues every 
day that it goes unabated. We have a 
full agenda ahead of us. The American 
people have put their trust in us to 
make this Nation even greater than it 
is today, and we cannot let them down. 

Part of the task before us, and the 
reason I rise today, is the need to fix 
Social Security. Social Security as the 
system exists today is in danger. While 
the system has provided 70 years’ 
worth of benefits to our Nation’s retir-
ees, the system as we know it today 
will no longer be able to keep that 
promise for the next generation. 

I understand the intergenerational 
aspect of this discussion. My father 
turned 85 in December. My mom will be 
84 in May. My father has served his 
country as a combat pilot in World War 
II. He has shot down enemy warplanes 
for his country. He and my mother 
rely—depend upon Social Security. We 
need to keep faith in our promise to 
them. 

But I also have teenage daughters. I 
understand, if we do nothing to im-
prove this system, that our children 
and grandchildren will not see the So-
cial Security benefits they are count-
ing on receiving. Today’s seniors, like 
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